JOHN THUNE
SOUTH DAKOTA

2468 FOUNDERS PARK DRIVE

RAPID CITY, SD 57701

Mnited Dtates Do

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4105

July 6, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

It has come to my attention the Oglala Sioux Tribe (OST) has sub

intermediate construction funding from the United States Departmen
y (R

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equit
advocate for investing in our nation’s infrastructure, I write in sup

Should they receive funding, the OST will move forward with all
for the BIA Route 2 Rural Safety and Regional Access Project. T
SD Highway 44 to Kyle, South Dakota, includes several dangeroy

ascents and descents, and currently cannot support the local agricylt

cconomy.

Their proposal is significant, as it coincides with the OST’s reque
Byway. As you will note in the tribe’s application, the eastern str
overall scenic byway project, and its eventual reconstruction woul
allocated in 2013 for the western portion of BIA Route 2.

I applaud the Oglala Sioux Tribe for their commitment and dedic3
Upon completion, the overall project will enhance connectivity th
local and regional transportation system. More importantly, howg
commuters and residents in the area, including those accessing thg
Little Wound School in Kyle, Oglala Lakota College, and visitors
Unit.

As you know, making investments into our nation’s infrastructure
sustained economic growth in communities throughout the countr
application would be greatly appreciated, and I urge you to give it
your time and attention to this matter. Should you have any quest
me.

Kindest regards,

AT Fo

JOHN THUNE
United States Senato

5015 SOUTH BUR OAK FLACE
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57108
(605) 334-9596

SUITE 102

(605) 348~-7551
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https://www.thune.senate.gov
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320 SOUTH 1ST STREET
SUITE 101
ABERDEEN, SD 57401
(605) 225-8823




